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DIRECTORS CORNER
Well, it is hard to believe but here we are, the first of the Second month of this year. Wow, the first
one went by really fast.
I hope all have survived the snow and weather we have been through this last month. I know I am
looking forward to more riding days. I have gotten in one ride this month.
Monday night I had my first “Zoom Meeting” with the other chapter directors and the Jerry Goodman
Director of GWRRA. The conductor of the meeting was Bruce Beeman, Directors Assistant for National.
I see us having one meeting once a month or so. I was very happy with what I heard and I think we will
be getting some results via these meetings.
One of the points brought up was we all have the “Gold Book”. In the book is an application for new
members to apply for a 4 month membership with GWRRA. We can take this application and run it
through a copier and make more copies to be passed out.
Another of the points from the meeting was riders do not have to ride Goldwing’s. Yes, Gary, the Spider
is acceptable. So is Harley’s. If you know anybody that would like to check our chapter out, please
invite them to the meetings and any of the rides we set up. I will be looking into getting some
brochures about GWRRA for us to pass out to other riders.
One other point I don’t want to bring up, but will. If for some reason a member wants to leave GWRRA
and they sell their bike, they can transfer what is left of their membership to the buyers of the bike. I
wasn’t aware of this so I thought it was worth telling.
With that said, any of our members that have thought about moving on, I am asking you to stay with
the group with or without a bike. Most of you have been a part of this chapter for a long time and I
don’t want to see you walk away just because you don’t have a bike. Like I told one couple they can
still lead the rides but use their 4 wheelers.
We have been told we have a temporary District Director. He will serve for a few months until
somebody can be found to serve full time. The search is on for a full time director for the district.
I know this month, I am planning on doing the annual maintenance on our bike to get it ready for the
riding season. Oil and filter change. Inspection of coolant system, brakes and brake fluids, checking the
Blinker Fluid levels will be part of the checks.
We have started talking rides for warmer weather. If you have a ride you want to do, please tell Mark,
Gary, or myself so we can get the ride on the calendar. If you want to lead the ride, I am sure Mark
would not mind letting you. We hope to have a ride schedule out soon.
This year please remember to ride safe, enjoy who we ride with and have fun.

~ Bob Cooper

Questions about Ball Caps
There has been a discussion about buying Ball Caps (Hats) for the Chapter. I doing some
research for the hats, and have found a place in town that can make the Ball Caps. We have
been given a rough price of $20 per hat. There will be a onetime set up fee of $65 depending
on our design.
What I am asking for is a design to go on the hats. What do you want on the hat? I have heard
a couple of suggestions including having a snake on it for the Snake River. This is a chapter
decision.
I think there is a few questions to be answered by all.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Do you even want a hat?
What color would you want? I have been thinking tan would go with our tee shirts.
Do you want solid Ball Caps or half sold with the mess?
Can we pay for the setup fee from the Chapter’s funds and everybody pay for their hats?
Do you have a design you want to submit to the Chapter to vote on?

I am going to put this out at the meeting on Saturday but for those who miss the meeting,
please email Larry or me with a response. This is a Chapter decision and I would like to hear
from everybody.

~ Bob Cooper

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR CORNER
Why Do We Do It?
We have all seen it, or been part of it. Varying sizes of groups of motorcycles ambling down the highway in
staggered formation to parts unknown to the rest of the motoring public, unless it’s bike week in Sturgis. Some
bikes piled high with gear, others pulling trailers, or for the more formal occasions, there are four wheeled support
vehicles for on-road response to mechanical issues or other rider support. Although normal, these packs of bikes
and trikes are revered as quite the spectacle at times. I do admit, some of the custom machinery in these pack is a
spectacle. A monument to creativity and a cash flow positive rider/owner (read: disposable income). I argue that
these packs are a unique cultural expression because I personally have never seen a large pack of custom, blinged
out, washed and waxed Ford F-150’s or Mercedes 240D’s rumbling down the highway to the awe, and sometimes
dismay, of the general public. So, it begs the question: Why Do We Do It?
Why do we spend 20 to 30K (sometimes more) on a seasonal vehicle, and thousands more on gear and
accessories, and constantly seek opportunities to continue to spend more on fuel and maintenance every chance
we get, and why are there so many others with the same affliction? Some may argue that it is an artifact of global
warming, which seems to be the culprit behind all odd phenomena of late, although I assert that it has been
warming up since the ice age, which pre-dates the first motorcycle by what my brethren back in Memphis refer to
as “a fur piece”. I think the answer is somewhat simpler. IT’S FUN! And fun is best enjoyed in the presence of like
minded people.
Fun, like other things we all enjoy, can cause us to spend money on things that others hold in low regard,
and we devote countless hours to the endeavor. This mode of transportation causes us to become part of, and to
interact with our environment at all times. In the previously mentioned Fords and Mercedes, they will not
experience the feel of road surface changes that you do on a bike. The hot and cold air pockets as the terrain
changes, the wind, the rain, the exhilaration of a bumblebee putting a welt on your knuckles and the ear ringing
snap of a flying beetle exploding on your helmet. The 4-wheel clan has no idea what they are missing! By necessity
we are expert meteorologists, safety inspectors, rescue responders, and planners to avoid or resolve discomfort
and personal injury to ourselves and those we ride with. Even the “Others”.
The “Others” are all of the non-Goldwing motorcycle riding populace. Hog, Vic, Rocket bikes, Adventure
bikes, the list is quite expansive. We all have preferences in manufacturer and model. Beyond that, each bike tends
to be an extension of individual personality. Given all of these variables across machines, we obviously share a
commonality as described in the previous paragraphs. We all spend the money, we all seek others to ride with, and
we all have fun with it. Additionally, we are empathetic to other bikers. It is becoming increasingly common for a
car or truck to pass by another car or truck stalled on the roadside due to safety concerns, but from personal
observation and personal experience I find that a bike will stop for a bike without regard to appearance of the
rider or type of machine they are riding. Most of us have groups or chapters that we belong to, but tend not to
draw lines when it comes to personal safety and just being neighborly.
As I come to a close with this article, I acknowledge that it likely has little or no educational value, but my
hope is that it did provoke some thought about our unique subculture, or at the very least brought a smile. Ride
safe, ride long.

~ Gary Turner

BUSINESS

The February 1st gathering was held at Matt's Grill. 10 Members and 0 guest were present.
Birthdays for the month of February are, Jack Turner on the 2nd and Gary Turner on the 24th. Gary
admitted to being just over 50 and nobody had a clue for Jack’s age. There are no Anniversaries for
February.
Bob gave a report of the Zoom Meeting that was held with the other CD’s from Idaho and the
temporary district directors. (Please see Bob article in the newsletter about the rest of the Zoom
Meeting.) Bob did point out that we don’t
do
have to be riding Goldwing to be in the Chapter.
Bob question the
e members if they would like to have a chapter all cap. All in attendance agreed we
need chapter ball caps. Bob stated there is an article in the newsletter covering 5 questions about the
buying of hats. Gary Turner brought up the fact that just about everybody
everybody carries a hat in their trunks
so when they stop, they have something to wear. So why not have one from our chapter.
Gary pointed out that he had found the group on the internet and at that time the chapter was called
Quad City Road Riders. He suggested we use that on the hats. Larry agreed that was the name of the
chapter in the past. The group like that thought.
Everybody agreed that if we get caps, they should be one color and one style. Bob reported that
there will be a setup fee and
d asked the group about using the chapter funds for the fee. Larry
suggested we put an email out requesting a vote from all the membership by the next meeting date
so that all the chapter can have a say in it. Bob said he would put an email together for the whole
chapter to vote this next week.
Mark gave a safe brief and suggest we review the Newsletter for the whole article that he submitted
about “slides”.
Mark also requesting information about rides and what everybody would like to do. He stated we
need to remember rides are for “FUN” and we need to get out more this year and enjoy our rides.
Bob presented the Chapter’s High Mileage plaque to Sheryl Flower. Larry and Sheryl had ridden 4,444
miles for 2019 having the highest miles for the year for the chapter. Bob stated Larry had been given
the plaque the year before so it was Sheryl turn to receive it.
Bob reminded the group it is about riding safe and having fun.
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 am. Next meeting to be held at Matt’s on Marcy7th at 8
8:30 am.

February
50/50 Winner
Congratulations!
Kris Prestella
(and thank you for your generous
contribution to our treasury)

RIDERS EDUCATION

How to save a slide
By: HFL Staff
Wet leaves, manhole cover, melted tar snake or just too much throttle and the rear steps out. Here’s
how to save a motorcycle slide.

You’re accelerating when, suddenly, the rear wheel loses traction and steps out. Wet leaves,
manhole cover, melted tar snake or just too much throttle. What can you do about it? Here’s
how to save a motorcycle slide.
1. Do Nothing
That’s right, nothing. Don’t react. Nine times out of 10, the bike will simply correct itself. If you allow
it to. If you close the throttle too quickly, you run the risk of the rear tire regaining traction too
quickly, potentially causing a high-side while also shifting the motorcycle’s weight balance forwards,
exacerbating the slide itself. If you counter-steer too much, you risk over-correction. Believe it or not,
but a bike’s trail will actually cause it to naturally steer into a slide for you. And if you hit the brakes?
Well, applying the front brake would likely cause the sliding rear to overtake the front wheel and
applying the rear would likely lock that tire, cutting the gyroscopic stability it lends the machine and
thereby increasing the odds the bike will end up on the ground.
2. Be The Cheetah Tail
Channel that scene from The Matrix. You know, the one with the spoon. Just here you turn your body
into the tail of a cheetah. The big cat uses its long, heavy tail as a counter balance, helping it change
direction quickly and to retain stability during extreme maneuvers. If you’re hanging off the bike,
allow it to move around freely underneath you while you hold your body relatively still. This helps the
bike “find” the right direction to go in.

3. Be Gentle
If you do anything, do it gently. Sometimes, modest deceleration will bring things back into
line, but this transfers weight off the rear wheel. Others prefer acceleration, which transfers
weight rearwards. The general theory being that, unless you hit zero-traction ice, you have
some grip and some ability control the bike’s steering, speed and angle of slide, despite the
spinning rear wheel. But, controlling a slide with the throttle takes a deft touch and lots of
skill, which requires practice.

4. Look Where You Want To Go
Don’t focus on the ditch or the oncoming truck, look towards the corner’s exit, where you
want to be. This works for all riding situations you may find yourself in, but if the bike is
moving around underneath you, it becomes doubly important. Consciously force yourself to
focus on where you want to be and your subtle body movements in response will help the
bike find its way there.
5. Practice
Want to slide-proof your riding? Go practice doing it. Any old dirt bike will do, allowing you
to practice slides at a fairly low speed in a much safer environment than on the road. Want to
go further? Try flat track racing. That’s about the lowest-cost form of motorsport there is and
about all you do is slide. That’s how MotoGP greats like Nicky Hayden and Valentino Rossi
practice, too.
Job done!

~Mark Moeckli

EVENTS OF INTEREST – REASONS TO RIDE

This is not an all-inclusive list. Dates and details of events may change. Review information before attending an
event.

ID-B Calendar
Other Reasons to Ride Calendar
Oregon District Event Calendar
GWRRA Event Calendar
Check your WingWorld, Idaho District and Region I web sites and newsletters for other
GWRRA sponsored events.

NEXT GATHERING 03/07/2020
Matt’s Grill
Address: 90 2nd St, Asotin, WA 99402
at 8:30AM to 9:30 AM

FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY, AND KNOWLEDGE

