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TBA
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May 2020
Well, we have made another month of this fun. I hope all are well and able to get things done. I have talked to as
many members as I could and have enjoyed our phone calls. I look forward to talking to more of you.
As many of you may already know by now, WINGDING has been canceled. As of this newsletter, I have not heard
any more word or if next year’s location has been decided.
The District has started moving forward on holding a rally in August of 2021 at the KOA in Kamahi. The planned
dates are August 13-15 and the planned theme is “Hot August Nights”. The leadership will be looking for inputs
from the chapters for what games and events we want to do. As the leadership puts the plans into motion and I
hear about the plans, I will be posting the news.
The ride in for Idaho Falls chapter is still being planned but the drill team from Canada has backed out because of
the boarder being closed down. Right now, the ride in is still on.
th

The Chapter members did a “Jail Break” on the 18 . We met at the boat ramp in north Lewiston. We had 6 bikes
and 7 members for the ride. Being our first “unofficial” ride, we had a great turn out and a had a good ride. The
weather was good with it dropping to 45 at one point of the ride. We even had a little rain that was just enough
to know we got wet. When we stopped, we made sure we stayed a few feet apart and we only went into
businesses only if we had to. I logged it as 180 miles ride. It made me think about our next ride and what we can
do for it. We hope that the next ride we can have more of the members present.
While on the “Jail Break”, the group meet a man on a new 1800 from Moscow. We were able to talk to him about
joining the chapter and becoming a member of GWRRA. It was great to meet him and be able to hear about his
new bike. As a chapter we need to be talking to other bikers when we see them and recruit new members. Having
a Gold Wing is not a requirement to be a member of GWRRA. We do not have to be salesman but just tell of the
good rides and times we have with the chapter and group. I have applications and envelopes for the chapter to
pass out when you are out and about. Let me know and I will drop some off to you at your house or meet me in a
parking lot. HA!
Speaking about rides, we have not heard from the membership on rides they would like to do. We would like to
have a ride calendar put together with the caveat all rides are subject to being canceled. We don’t know what all
the future holds so I never want to put a plan into stone saying we cannot change it.
We will be looking at having a regular meeting when the restaurants open again and we can hold our meeting. I
am keeping my ears open for now and watching the news like everybody else. If anybody has any inputs for a
meeting, please let me know. One option would be to have a picnic at one of the local parks once we are allowed
to gather. (We will have to watch the picnic baskets as we know Yogi has been starving and not getting any picnic
baskets the last couple of months). I am open to anything the chapter would like to do so that we can start
meeting and doing some rides. Please be talking and let us know what you are thinking.
I want to wish everybody who has a Birthday this month a very HAPPY BIRTHDAY. Also, we want to wish the
couples with anniversaries this month, HAPPY ANNIVERSARY. How have you put up with each other for so long?
I know I am surprised that Karen has put with me for this long.
Please be safe when you are out. Take your time when you are out riding. I have seen some really dumb things
when I have been out. It is like the public has forgotten what they need to be doing when out driving. So be
careful and take your time when you are out.

Check your bikes for needed repair. I heard one member this month had a front fork seal leaking and he want
aware of it until he had been out of a ride. Our bikes give us a lot of fun but we need to make sure they are in top
shape when we ride them.
Be safe and keep the rubber side down

~ Bob
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A New Normal?
Well now….The COVID-19 pandemic has added many additional challenges to all our lives. Federal, State,
and local directives have been somewhat less than prompt, and sometimes in conflict with each other, but it does
seem to me that communication and coordination are getting somewhat better. Aside from a few rogue
individuals and groups, a plan to move forward is slowly emerging, but it appears that “normal” will have a new
face at the very least in the near future, and some aspects may be permanent.
Social distancing is counterintuitive to what social groups such as GWRRA have worked to develop over
the decades. It is now inappropriate for us, and other groups, to gather en mass to share our lives with each other.
But, I would argue, this is not and end of times, but rather a beginning. We are now challenged to create and
discover what “normal” will be from this point forward. All species have an innate ability to adapt to a changing
environment, and this is what we must strive to do.
I find myself reminded of the fantasy worlds portrayed in TV shows of yesteryear such as “The Outer
Limits”, “Star Trek”, and even the cartoon “The Jetsons” wherein virtual communication was a concept that
existed only in the vast future, and sometimes only because we had adapted an alien technology for our own use.
Well, I’m here to tell ya…the vast future is upon us. No, virtual communication is not a brand new concept, but it
is now a necessity rather than a convenience. Our GWRRA leadership meetings have been occurring via ZOOM, as
have all of my meetings and recruitments at WSU. Even our entire network of coursework for secondary and postsecondary education has been moved to electronic format, but this does not preclude our desire and shared
interest in burning the now inexpensive fossil fuels that carry our two, three, and four wheeled vehicles to
destinations of our choice in search of adventure.
Sit down restaurants are not currently at our disposal, and when they open, population will be strictly
managed. Most public restrooms are currently closed. Public gathering areas are currently closed (state parks and
such), but the roadways are open. Interstate travel is unrestricted. A small group of us did manage to take a
decent ride recently. Social distancing is easy to practice out on the road, and a sack lunch at roadside is not a bad
thing. Fuel is readily available, restrooms….well…some are available, but at times you may have to leave a little
modesty at the door and visit a nearby tree or bush (preferably not in the middle of town).
In sum, you can ride safely and legally in these uncertain times. Outdoor recreation is being encouraged
within reason, although one will have to forego a few conveniences. This is the “New Normal”. If you love to ride, I
encourage you to do so. The roads are largely unpopulated and in good condition. Alone or in a small group, do
take the opportunity to enjoy the freedom you have.
Ride safe, ride long.

~ Gary

BUSINESS

Minutes from the May’s gathering
May’s meeting was conducted via ZOOM. We had 7 members to attend on 6 computers. There was some
technical difficulties that had to be overcome. I was happy with the turn out and look forward to the next
meeting.
We discussed holding a picnic for our next meeting. Some of it will depend on what our states do and how
soon they re-open things. Our meetings will have to be planned as we go and to use a term my mother would
use, “play it by ear”.
We wished everybody a Happy Birthday for those having birthdays this month. We also discussed Gary and
Bobby Turners anniversary.
We discussed the level’s program and getting a first aid class for the chapter. Gary Turner said he knew a few
people that might be able to teach a class for us later in the year. Clay was telling about some First Aid Kits we
can get that will fit on the bikes. More to come as we work through it.
I have not done anything more towards getting our ball caps made. I understand the company is still shut
down. So, the project is on hold for now.
Gary Turner told about his front fork seal blowing and how he found it was gone. The fluid had leaked all over
his front disc and it was giving him some issue with this breaking. He said it was hard to detect as it didn’t show
up in the normal fashion. We need to be aware of leaks.
Gary and Kris P told about their new Spider. They have been able to put a few miles on the bike and looking
forward to more rides. We all look forward to seeing their new spider.
Our meeting was interrupted because of ZOOM not giving us enough time to hold the meeting. Just about
everybody had to sign back in so we could finish the meeting. We closed the meeting out with a few closing
remarks.
After our meeting, Karen and I drove to Kamiah to meet our District Assistant Director, Lori Adkins. She wanted
to look the KOA over and get a feel for how it looks. We toured the camp ground and was able to see the motel
rooms and cabins. Lori felt like we can make the camp ground work again. The camp owner was very excited
that we wanted to come back to their camp ground again and will be working with the district to get it all
scheduled.

RIDERS EDUCATION/COORDINATOR

~Mark
Hello to everyone! I do hope everyone is doing well and staying healthy and safe during this current excitement.
Our first ride is in the books. We had 7 bikes and 8 people total for our first ride of the year. This ride covered 180
miles and went from the boat ramp in north Lewiston thru Kendrick, Deary, Clarkia, Fernwood, Potlatch, down
thru Moscow and back to Lewiston. No injuries, wrecks, or any other bad things that happened. The weather was
good although a bit old at times. We did get to talk with a Goldwing rider we happen to see along the way and
got to check out a new Goldwing, or at least newer then any of ours on the ride had. We only got misled once but
will not mention Gary's name as that would not be appropriate at all, would it Gary?! One thing that did come out
from the ride is the need to toughen up backsides for longer rides as most of us have not done long rides yet this
year. Make sure you check over your bike and ensure that there are no issues you need to attend so that each and
every ride to do is a ride with safe equipment. Also, make sure you don’t get to crazy out there as our skills do to
be refreshed and our bodies need to get back into fighting shape for riding. Take care and keep the rubber on the
road and let’s get some cruising done this year!
Motorcycle Safety Tips
Make motorcycle riding safety your top priority!
Operating a motorcycle takes different skills than driving a car; however, the laws of the road apply to every driver
just the same. A combination of consistent education, regard for traffic laws and basic common sense can go a
long way in helping reduce the amount of fatalities involved in motorcycle accidents on a yearly basis. It's
important to understand some basic motorcycle safety tips to make sure your next ride is a safe one.
Follow these tips for safe riding:
Always wear a helmet with a face shield or protective eye wear.
Wearing a helmet is the best way to protect against severe head injuries. A motorcycle rider not wearing a helmet
is five times more likely to sustain a critical head injury.
Wear appropriate gear.
Make sure to wear protective gear and clothing that will minimize the amount of injuries in case of an accident or
a skid. Wearing leather clothing, boots with nonskid soles, and gloves can protect your body from severe injuries.
Consider attaching reflective tape to your clothing to make it easier for other drivers to see you.
Follow traffic rules.

Obey the speed limit; the faster you go the longer it will take you to stop. Be aware of local traffic laws and rules
of the road.
Ride Defensively
Don't assume that a driver can see you, as nearly two-thirds of all motorcycle accidents are caused by a driver
violating a rider's right of way. You should always ride with your headlights on; stay out of a driver's blind spot;
signal well in advance of any change in direction; and watch for turning vehicles.
Keep your riding skills honed through education.
Complete a formal riding education program, get licensed and take riding courses from time to time to develop
riding techniques and to sharpen your street-riding strategies.
Be awake and ride sober.
Don't drink and ride, you could cause harm to yourself and others. Additionally, fatigue and drowsiness can impair
your ability to react, so make sure that you are well rested when you hit the road.
Preparing To Ride
Making sure that your motorcycle is fit for the road is just as important as practicing safe riding. Should
something be wrong with your motorcycle, it will be in your best interest to find out prior to hitting the road. To
make sure that your motorcycle is in good working order, check the following:





Tires: Check for any cracks or bulges, or signs of wear in the treads (low tire pressure or any defects could cause a
blowout)
Under the motorcycle: Look for signs of oil or gas leaks
Headlight, taillight and signals: Test for high and low beams (make sure that all lights are functioning)
Hydraulic and Coolant fluids: Level should be checked weekly

Once you've mounted the motorcycle, complete the following checks:





Clutch and throttle: Make sure they are working smoothly (throttle should snap back when released)
Mirrors: Clean and adjust all mirrors to ensure sharpest viewing
Brakes: Test front and rear brakes (each brake should feel firm and hold the motorcycle still when fully applied)
Horn: Test the horn
Check out more motorcycle safety tips from GEICO.

Dear GWRRA Friends and Family,
After weeks of carefully monitoring the ongoing spread of the Coronavirus (COVID-19), we have made the
difficult decision to cancel Wing Ding 42, scheduled to be held June 30 through July 4, in Springfield,
Missouri.
The Gold Wing Road Riders Association has been committed to observing the recommendations put forth by
public health officials since the beginning of this unprecedented situation. The most current information
released by government and health care officials continue with the recommendations to consider postponing
meetings and limiting attendance. Therefore, the current environment makes it impossible for us to hold a
safe and enjoyable event for our attendees and exhibitors.
We are all truly disappointed by having to make this decision, but the latest guidance from public officials,
and continued uncertainty with the current situation makes it clear that the most responsible decision is to
put the safety and well-being of our members, volunteers, exhibitors, sponsors, staff and service providers
above anything else. We want to thank our members, exhibitors, sponsors, service providers, and the city of
Springfield for their commitment and support during these challenging weeks. We will continue to
collaborate with the city of Springfield and our service providers through this situation.
In the coming days we will be reaching out to all those who have registered for the event with further
details. Please hold off on requesting refunds as we hope to have information on next year’s Wing Ding soon
and will give you the option to just transfer your registration to 2021. The CVB will be processing all room
cancellations at one time. You should receive an email from them soon. If you do not please contact Carrie
Chavez at 417-799-0408. Understand that she is working remote so please be patient. She will get back to
each one of you as soon as she possibly can.
We thank all of you for your support and patience through all of these changes and uncertain times.
Stay safe and Safe Riding,
Gold Wing Road Riders Association

EVENTS OF INTEREST – REASONS TO RIDE

This is not an all-inclusive list. Dates and details of events may change. Review information before attending an
event.

ID-B Calendar
Other Reasons to Ride Calendar
Oregon District Event Calendar
GWRRA Event Calendar
Check your WingWorld, Idaho District and Region I web sites and newsletters for other
GWRRA sponsored events.

NEXT GATHERING 06/06/2020

Matt’s Grill
Address: 90 2nd St, Asotin, WA 99402

at 8:30AM to 9:30 AM

FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY, AND KNOWLEDGE

2012 Goldwing for sale
-Bought new in 14, one owner ,always stored inside.
-Less than 20,000 mi.
-customized seat, with back rest
-progressive fork springs
-tapered steering head bearings
-LED running lights, trunk wing with light, trunk rack, highway pegs, Baker air wings, F4
windshield
-Honda service manual, other misc. items
$14,000 no trades
Please call or text 509-336-0483

