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UPCOMING GWRRA EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
11/07/2020

ID-B Gathering 8:30 AM to10:00 AM

Red Lion

12/05/2020

ID-B Gathering 8:30 AM to10:00 AM

Red Lion

01/02/2021

ID-B Gathering 8:30 AM to10:00 AM

Red Lion
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October 2020
DIRECTOR CORNER
Well here we are seeing the end of another month.
This last month we had planned a barbeque for our chapter meeting. Everything had
been bought and the plans had been made for the barbeque. To tell the truth, I was really
looking forward to the get-together with what was purchased. In other words, we were going
to have some really good grits. HA! But as you know the valley filled up with smoke that night
and we were forced canceled the meeting. I drove up by the park about the time the meeting
was planned to start. I found the park full of smoke to the point I could not see up in the trees.
So, I was disappointed that we had to canceled the meeting but was glad we had.
I have contacted Matt’s Grill to see if we could start meeting in their back room, again. I
was told due to the current restrictions; we could only have 15 members in the room. 5 per
table and there are only 3 tables in that room. I figured that would not work as we never know
how many we will have at our meetings.
I had been given the word that Red Lion might be able to provide us a meeting room.
After a couple of phone calls, I was able to meet with Mrs. Sarah Brown who coordinates the
events. She was very happy to have us try out the Red Lion for our meetings. 3-chapter
members met at the Red Lion to try their breakfast buffet and reported it was really good. So,
we booked the 3rd of October with Mrs. Brown for our meeting. After this first meeting, we
can talk to see if the chapter likes holding the meetings there or not.
Last week, we had a zoom meeting with the District Director and other Chapter
Directors. One of the topics that was discussed was our district director and talked to Utah’s
director. Utah has had 3 chapters. He is working on shutting 2 of the chapters down including
the one out of Salt Lake City that was the biggest chapters in the state. Membership has
dropped off and no one would step forward to serve as officers. I hope this never happens to
our chapter.
The district is looking for somebody to be the web page manager. If anybody is
interested, please let me know and I will get you in touch with our District Director. With that
said, I am pleased to announce Larry Fowler will be taking over the editor for our district
newsletter. Larry has done an outstanding job with the chapter newsletter and I know he will
do a great job with the District Newsletter.
We also learned the director of GWRRA University is retiring. Along with her will be a
number of her assistances that will be stepping out of the picture in the next few months.
We had one chapter to show up at a political Rally with their chapter shirts and vest on.
Then they posted pictures on Face Book of them at the Rally. This is a big NO, NO.
I hope we can start discussing the Christmas party at the meeting on Saturday. If we
don’t act soon, we may find we cannot find a location to have the party. That will be part of
our discussions this Saturday. If anybody that reads this and doesn’t make the meeting on
Saturday and has any suggestions, please get a hold of me and tell me your thoughts. I am
hoping to have it all worked out by the November meeting.

Kris has done an outstanding job keeping track of our funds. With us not holding
meetings, we have not been able to gain a lot in the kitty. We may have to ask for a small
donation to help cover the Christmas party meal.
With all the events of this year that has prevented us from doing a lot of riding plus our
meetings have been spread out, I am proud of the chapter and what we have been able to get
done. Yes, I would like to have seen a few more rides and our chapter grow a few more
members. I am very thankful for the new members that have joined in the last few months. I
hope we can see a few more come in this next year.
We will be asking for the end of the year mileage in December. Now is the time to get
that mileage numbers up. It will be good to see who gets high mileage this year. We know
that next year Mark is going for the High mileage and will be the one to beat if his trip comes
off as planned.
I want to take as second to remind everybody what the GWRRA Mission Statement says:
“Dedicated to our Motto; Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge, GWRRA Members enjoy the
freedom of belonging to a not-for-profit, non-religious and non-political organization.“
We gather as a chapter for our Friends, for the fun and in a safe manner. The knowledge
we gain through training and sharing our riding experiences makes us a better rider and then
we can have more fun. We need to stick to these guide lines and respect one another. Please
remember, this is YOUR chapter, what we do with it is up to you.
Let us keep moving forward and working to make our chapter better. I am hoping
things will get better in our country and we can state meeting a lot more.
Bob C

~ Bob

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR CORNER

GWRRA and another Election year
Wow! What a year this has been shaping up to be! COVID 19 and a Presidential election all
wrapped up in one small package. Conflicting information about the Novel Coronavirus, conflicting
information about candidates, conflicting information about polls, and a first debate that was described
by ABC news as “a hot mess, inside a dumpster fire, inside a train wreck”. Now that we live in the age of
instant information, bombarded with the collective knowledge of man instantly available by the touch a
hand on a smart phone or computer, or regurgitated to us against our will via many media platforms, it
would appear that we have amassed as much incorrect information as useful information. Trying times
these are (insert Yoda voice). I don’t know about you, but I, and others in my life, have been seeking
refuge from the deluge of information that we must still sort through to find a truth that we are
comfortable with. I believe one such refuge is your local GWRRA chapter.
The GWRRA mantra is “Friends for Fun, Safety, and Knowledge”. It is also expressly stated on
their website that GWRRA is also “a not-for-profit, non-religious, and non-political organization. How
cool is that? A place you can go, formal or informal gathering, even if it’s just a couple or few members
where we can all be able to expect that we will share our common interest in riding, and all that
includes. We do not segregate by personal affiliations, race, creed, color, sexual orientation, nor do we
even segregate by make of machine that we ride. What began as a purely American organization in
1974, has expanded into an International organization spanning many, many cultures. To me, this is the
epitome of tolerance and inclusiveness, and in my mind (as strange of a place that is sometimes) I think
we have been able to achieve many things that our own country, as a whole, has not by simply stating
“we don’t care who you are, what you look like, or what you ride, we want to ride with YOU! We will
help you if you need help, we will learn from you if you have something to teach, and we will share our
group with all comers”!
The GWRRA is a “place” where we can be a group, but yet remain individuals. We respect views
and ideologies that bring us together, but do not condone divisiveness that drives us apart. Aside from
the “New Norm” that is touted as the inevitable outcome of COVID 19, I believe it is incumbent upon all
GWRRA members, American or otherwise, to resist and repel divisiveness that separates us as human
beings. Every single one of us falls into that category.

~ Gary

BUSINESS

The October gathering was held at Red Lion. 8 Members and 0 guest were present. Bob Cooper open with
Pledge of Allegiance. Bob acknowledged birthdays, anniversaries, new business, and ongoing business.
•

Bob discussed the Zoom calls with the District Director and Chapter Directors that have been conducted
over the last 2 months. Please review his column in this newsletter for the rest of the information.

•

Bob reminded the chapter of the motto of GWRRA: “Dedicated to our Motto; Friends for Fun, Safety and
Knowledge, GWRRA Members enjoy the freedom of belonging to a not-for-profit, non-religious and
non-political organization. “

•

Bob asked the members present what they thought about meeting in the Red Lion and their
meals. Everybody agreed it was a good location and enjoyed their meal. So, November 7th we will hold
our next meeting at the Red Lion at 8:30 am.

•

Mark gave a safety brief and discussed how we should be riding and the fact that we need to watch out
for others.

•

The members present agreed that the Red Lion would be a good location for this year’s Christmas
party. The date we will talk to Red Lion for will be the 5th of December at 6 pm. Bob will be in touch
with the Red Lion staff to arrange the date and if that doesn’t work, we will try for the 12 th. The price of
the dinner and the menu will be discussed with the staff of the Red Lion. The 2 options that had been
provided looked really great and we will share them shortly. Bob will be sending out email with more
information and requesting a head count. We know this is early but after last year’s party we are trying
to get a head of the game and planning.

•

Larry brought up toy collection for Christmas that the Chapter always takes part in. Larry will find out if
there will be a toy ride this year in the Valley. We will plan on collecting the toys at our Christmas party.

February
50/50 Winner
Congratulations!
Sheryl fowler

(and thank you for your generous
contribution to our treasury

RIDERS EDUCATION

Hello to all! If you’re going crazy watching the wonderful world of politics, turn off the TV, the
phone, and anything else electronic you have and hit the road! Get that wind in your face and
hair (except you Larry with no hair) and get out and enjoy the sights that surround us and
better yet, grab some others to join you. I believe it will be one of the best ways to clear your
head and throw those worries away!
Now, as we wrestle with the changing seasons once more, you might want to start thinking
about how you will be storing your bike for the winter, unless you are crazy like Larry. It could
be a good time to T-clock your bike again just to make sure it is still in good riding condition
along with checking for anything that may need some repairs over the winter. Wash and wax
your ride, fill up the gas tank and add stabilizer, check those fluids and look for any leaks along
with checking those tires to see if maybe a new set would be good for riding this next spring. I
know I am probably missing something so make sure you consult your owner’s manual to
ensure you cover your bases before putting that bike away for the winter.
You know, it’s not only our bikes we need to check, but also, we need to look over our riding
gear to see if it needs repair and replacement. Winter gives us the time to get ready with new
gear for the next riding season. It will sneak up on you quickly if you are not paying attention!
Thinking about next year, hopefully this COVID thing will have run its course and we can get
back to some kind of normal. With this in mind, group rides will need to be planned and a ride
calendar will need to be set. If anyone has a ride, they would like to have done let me know or
let Bob know so we can schedule it. It would be nice to be able to get together with all more
this next year for rides then we were able to this year.
As always, be careful, be alert (the world needs more lerts!) and keep the rubber on the road!

~Mark

EVENTS OF INTEREST – REASONS TO RIDE

This is not an all-inclusive list. Dates and details of events may change. Review information before attending an event.

ID-B Calendar
Other Reasons to Ride Calendar
Oregon District Event Calendar
GWRRA Event Calendar
Check your Wing World, Idaho District and Region I web sites and newsletters for other
GWRRA sponsored events.

NEXT GATHERING 11/07/2020
Red Lion

621 21st St, Lewiston, ID 83501

FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY, AND KNOWLEDGE

